
 

Benniworth Haven after completion of works on High Pond and the silt traps (LWCS) 
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Benniworth Haven Historic Parkland Restoration 
 

 
A phased series of projects to halt the decline of features within an area of 

historic parkland and start the restoration of this historic and beautiful part of 
the Lincolnshire Wolds  

 
 
Brief background:  
Benniworth Haven is an area of historic parkland 
between Benniworth and Donington on Bain. It 
was originally designed and created in the 1760s 
as part of the landscaping of the nearby 
Heneage Estate parkland.  A steep valley with a 
stream running through it was re-modelled by 
building two dams to create a pair of ponds 
(High Pond and Low Pond), complete with a 
series of silt traps and gamekeepers’ cottages. 
 
The inevitable gradual silting up of High Pond 
over time and the degradation of the 5 brick-built 
sluices had been exacerbated by colonisation 
over the past 30-40 years by Goat willow in the 
areas around the silt traps and along the banks 
of High Pond.  This had caused an increase in 
leaf matter (and fallen trees) entering the water 
and had also made mechanised access for 
maintenance of the pond and silt traps 
impossible. 
 
This meant that the silt traps were full, their 
sluices required repair and/or reinforcement, 
and High Pond had become largely silted up with 
only about 45cm (18”) of water depth remaining. 
 

 
Since the early 1950s, Benniworth Haven has 
been the home to a group of anglers, who, in 
conjunction with the landowner, have managed 
and cared for the site, with those arrangements 
continuing to the present day. 
 
De-silting High Pond (LWCS) 

 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What the project delivers: 
This project supports the Heneage Estate, 
together with a local angling club, in 
maintaining the significant character, 
landscape, biodiversity and heritage 
associated with Benniworth Haven, which is a 
special landscape feature in the Lincolnshire 
Wolds and has a unique recent history. 

Without intervention it would largely be lost. 
With such a shallow body of water, the open 
water and the other features that make up this 
landscape would not be recognisable within a 
relatively short period of time. 

 

Background about the project:   
The project was delivered over three phases, as 
the results of these would inform the way that 
the subsequent phases were designed and 
delivered. 
 
Phase 1 included: 
• Forming a stone track in place of the existing 

grass track to allow better access for 
machinery for maintaining the ponds and 
woodland 

• De-silting the silt traps and reinforcing their 
walls to restore them to working order 

• Removal of the Goat willow trees to increase 
the amount of sunlight reaching the pond, 
reduce the amount of tree material entering 
the pond, increase the amount of open, 
rough grassland habitat, and improve access 
to help with de-silting High Pond 

 
Phase 2 was a detailed survey of High Pond to 
determine the topography of the lake bed, the 
nature and depth of the silt present, and to carry 
out testing of the silt 
 
Phase 3 included: 
• ground works, access works, tree works and 

water management works, in preparation for 
High Pond being de-silted 

• the extraction of silt from High Pond and 
depositing the silt in pre-prepared locations 
on the banks of the pon 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Outcomes for the Lincolnshire Wolds 
National Landscape: 
• Support and encourage agricultural 

practices that protect, enhance and restore 
wildlife habitats across the Wolds 

• Built and other cultural heritage assets are 
better understood, conserved and managed 
as an integral part of the Wolds and wider 
context 

• More people and wider audiences enjoy, 
understand and value our natural and 
cultural heritage 

• People of all ages and backgrounds have 
increased opportunity to learn about and be 
inspired by our natural and cultural heritage 

• Skills and knowledge around traditional rural 
skills and natural and cultural heritage have 
increased 

Renovated silt traps (LWCS) 

 
 

 
Facts on funding the project: 

FiPL Grant awarded: £145,846, at an intervention rate of 80% of the project cost   
The project delivers for the FiPL themes of Climate, Nature, People and Place 

 
 


